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There are a number of reasons why over 90% of pavements in Minnesota are asphalt. With this in mind, it 
is important to understand the advantages of asphalt pavement.  
 
COST OF ASPHALT: The statement that concrete now costs about the same or less than asphalt is not accurate. 
Asphalt prices have dropped with the declining crude oil prices. 
Furthermore, our member companies who are also in the concrete 
business have stated that the cost comparison of material type needs to 
take into consideration the intended use of the product. Minnesota 
Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT), local agencies, and the private 
sector has let and awarded alternate-design bid projects (asphalt and 
concrete head-to-head). The low bid (including initial cost and future 
maintenance costs) have overwhelmingly been asphalt. Also, there are 
many rehabilitation and maintenance applications for asphalt with 
minimal user delay. 
 
ASPHALT & MODIFIED ASPHALT  SUPPLY: Asphalt is much more readily available today. Our local 
refiner/suppliers which includes our Canadian neighbors are supplying asphalt into the Minnesota market. 
Additional pipeline connection has occurred, the Mississippi River barge traffic is operational, and more 
transportation considerations by rail are in place. Alternatives are also available for modifying asphalt.  
 
PERFORMANCE LIFE: The general statement that concrete pavement lasts longer than asphalt is not accurate. 
There are numerous asphalt roadways throughout Minnesota that were originally placed in the 1950’s, 60’s and 
70’s and are still in place and in service today. Minnesota Asphalt Pavement Association (MAPA) commissioned 
a consultant (ERES) to research the pavement management database of Mn/DOT to determine service lives of hot 
mix asphalt (HMA) and doweled pcc pavements. For additional information visit our MAPA website at 
www.asphaltisbest.com. This analysis of HMA was also prior to the SuperpaveTM technology of today. Mn/DOT 
has received seven nationally recognized perpetual pavement awards.  
 
It is not an apples-to-apples comparison to compare how long a road resurfacing project lasts (typically 18 -23 
years before the first overlay) to how long a new or reconstructed roadway lasts. These are two different issues. 
There are numerous rehabilitation and maintenance applications of asphalt pavement that demonstrate a profound 
cost-benefit for the taxpayers. Besides, the remedial treatment for older asphalt pavements is typically only 
surface milling and overlay or just an overlay. This treatment is part of the “perpetual pavement” concept and 
allows an older asphalt roadway to retain a high level of serviceability at the low cost of surface rehabilitation and 
maintenance. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY: Asphalt is 100% recyclable and millions 
of tons of asphalt pavement are recycled each year. The amount of recycled asphalt 
pavement in Minnesota also continues to increase each year. We have been recycling 
asphalt pavement into HMA for 33 seasons.  

Cost Savings



 
 

In a
pav
run
lots
and
Bui
in E
(LE
tho
stor
rete
 
The
inc
WM
tech
HM
tem
pro
the
em
ben
to p
pla
 
Oth
env
issu
 
EC
wh
the
and
asp
frie
 
OT
loa
mix
adj
imp
eve
life
 
SU
fac
exp
to t
 

www.aspha

Minnesota
Pavement

addition, por
vements to he
noff have bee
s and comme
d can contribu
ilding Counc
Energy and E
EED) credit. 
ough material
rm water run
ention. 

e use of warm
reasing in th

MA is the gen
hnologies tha

MA pavemen
mperatures at 
oduced at the 
 road. Lower

missions, prese
nefits include
pave at lower

ant will lead t

her environm
vironmental i
ue, other fact

CONOMIC C
hat is necessar
 best value fo

d utility work
phalt industry
endly steward

THER FACT
ads on interst
x such as den
acent land us
pact and stag
en at night to
e is complete

UMMARY: A
tors why ove

pensive to ma
take a broade

FO

altisbest.com  

a Asphalt 
t Association 

rous or dense
elp manage s
en used in num
ercial paving 
ute to the U.
cil’s (USGBC
Environment 
This can be a
ls recycling a
noff and storm

m mix asphal
e nation and 
neric term fo
at allow the p

nt material to 
which the m
HMA plant 

ring the temp
erving resour
e better comp
r temperature
to better long

mental consid
innovation in
tors affect UH

CONSIDER
ry to maintai

for specifiers 
k is a constan
y is ready to g
dship applica

TORS: Some
tate highways
nse-graded or
se requires ut
ge construct
 further enha
d. 

Asphalt is Am
er 90% of all 
aintain. In th
er look at all 

OR MORE IN
(651) 636-46

e-grade HMA
storm water 
merous park
applications
S. Green 
C’s) Leadersh
Design 
accomplishe
and by reduci
m water 

lt (WMA) is 
in Minnesot

or a variety o
producers of 
lower the 

material is 
and placed o

perature of as
rces while ad
paction on the
es. In additio
g-term pavem

derations are t
n HMA techn
HI besides pa

RATIONS: M
in the current
struggling to

nt issue with u
go to work to
ations.  

e of the addit
s, airports, bu
r stone matrix
tility cuts acr
tion whereby
ance safety co

merica’s mos
pavements a
e discussion 
aspects. The

NFORMATI
666 or at info

Page 2 o

A 

ing 
 

hip 

d 
ing 

a. 
f 

on 
sphalt mixes 
ddressing gro
e road, the ab

on, researcher
ment performa

the use of roo
nology. Also,
avement colo

Most agencies
t network. Cu
o maintain, pr
urban roadw
o help with th

tional benefit
us lanes and 
x asphalt; co
ross the road
y the HMA c
oncerns; and 

st recycled ro
are asphalt. A
of pavement
 best paveme

ION: Contact
@mnapa.org

of 2

will decrease
owing enviro
bility to haul
rs hypothesiz
ance. 

ofing shingle
, urban heat i
or including e

s, including M
urrently, road
reserve, and 

ways, and HM
he solutions t

ts of asphalt 
other faciliti

onstruct with
dway surface;
an be constru
equity, recy

oad material, 
Asphalt is sm
t type selectio
ent available 

t the Minneso
g or visit our w

e fuel usage, 
nmental sust
 paving mix 

ze that the red

es, which con
island (UHI) 
elevation and

Mn/DOT, ha
d work proje
surface the t

MA is the pav
to our econom

pavement inc
es; reduce r

h greater eas
; reduce tim
ucted and rep
yclability, an

and as descr
mooth, quiet, e

on or strategy
is a properly

ota Asphalt P
website at ww

fumes, and g
tainability. Po
for longer di
duced level o

ntinues to inc
impacts are 

d the environ

ave budgets th
cts using asp

transportation
vement of cho
mic recession

clude the abi
oadway nois
se when futu
e of constru
paired while 
nd salvage v

ribed above, t
easy to const
y or repair se

y designed as

Pavement Ass
ww.asphaltisb

06/2

greenhouse g
otential engin
istances, and 
of oxidation a

crease as an 
not a black a

nmental surro

hat are nowh
phalt material
n system. Als
oice to work 
n with enviro

ility to carry
se using quie
re developm
ction/reduce
maintaining 
alue when th

there are a nu
truct and easi
election, it is 
sphalt pavem

sociation at  
best.com. 

29/09 

gas 
neering 
the ability 

at the HMA 

and white 
oundings. 

here near 
ls provide 
so, water 
with. The 

onmentally 

y heavy 
et surface 
ent or 
ed business 
traffic or 

he service 

umber of 
ier and less 
important 

ment! 


